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SALVATION

If you are not a believer in Jesus Christ, or aamre and would like to become one, then you nedelieve
that Jesus Christ was and is the Son of God, thatas God who became a man, that he lived a siatebs
perfect life, keeping the Law of God perfect ingvevay, that he kept faith perfectly, and that reswrucified
on that cruel cross for your sins, mine and theemtorld- he died for our sins! His death on thess paid the
penalty fully, one time for all sins that we hawerecommitted and that we will ever commit. He dlied went
down into the bowels of the earth, even into Hatld was raised from the dead on the third dayresarrected,
eternal body. He ascended back into heaven, wasdsatthe right hand of God, and is now Lord dweaiven
and earth. He is coming again to judge the woddatse the dead, where he will give an eternaljrected,
glorified body to everyone that has believed on asrtheir Lord and Savior, and to establish higdam one
earth.

You come become a Christian right now as you reesg by personally placing your faith and trusg@sus
Christ as your Lord and Savior; believing that$i&bd's only begotten Son, that he died on thesdarsyou
and that he was raised from the dead and is nowdeaheaven at the right hand of God the FatBalieve
on the Lord Jesus, and you will be savedcts 16:318And when you do trust Christ, and Christ aloneyas
Lord and Savior, then go to God the Father in heaverayer and tell him so. Tell him that you héetieved
on his Son, thank him for his Son, and thank hinfdogiving your sins and saving yotifhat if you confess
with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord”, and believe inuydneart that God raised him from the dead, you el
saved. For it is with your heart that you believelare justified, and it is with your mouth thauymonfess and
are saved."Romans 10:9,10For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lorill e saved.”Romans 10:13
“Therefore, being justified by faitfdeclared righteousyve have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” Romans 5:1




Faith Ideas

Intro:

The Bible tells us that we're to live by faithathve're to walk by faith and that apart from faith
impossible to please God. We've also seen thaeaome down to the end of the age that the angelic
conflict will intensify making it more and more fidult for God's people to live in the spirituafeli
dynamic and keep moving forward in the plan of Ggdaith. And because the enemies of faith are all
around us, it is of extreme importance that we lkaapfaith up and operating, and our forward
momentum going, and any study that encouragestesayghens our faith is vital.

A. We find some interesting dynamics going on idaBans 5:6where it says,For in Jesus Christ
neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncinecision; but faith which worketh by lo¥eev yap
XPLOT® GOV OVTE TEPITOUN T IOYVEL OVTE OKPOPVGTIO AN TTLGTIG O Ay G EVEPYOLLLEVT], €N gar
christo iesou oute peritome ti ischuo oute akrolauslia pistis di'agapes energoumene

Now Paul is talking about circumcision, (versusitowmcision), and how it is utterly powerless to
accomplish salvation for anyone and the need ftr.fAnd the word he uses fawailethhere is
ischua Ischuois one of the words for power in the Greek, biais the idea of having the power to
prevail in a situation, to overcome all obstacled apposition so one can accomplish the goal

Two armies meet on the battlefield and one walkayatle victor. It is the victor that prevailed hret
battle and he did so because he had the powersaggds do so. Hipowermight have been superior
numbers, superior technology, superior weaponstgrenoral, or the element of surprise. Whatever it
was, he had the power to prevail in the battle.

And what Paul was saying is that circumcision, oy ather activity of the flesh, lacks what it takes
prevail in the matter of getting us saved! It isyomdead ritual in dead flesh and lacks the spfit
power to accomplish anything. Only faith, (in Chxisas the power to prevail over the world, ttest
and the devil and get us saved! But he's also giugian insight into how faith operatétsis through
the exercise of faith that one has the power to pvail, to be victorious over any situation

What Paul is also saying is that through the opmratf faith one has the power to change things in
their lives! The Gospels are full of examples oivilemons were cast out and people healed by the
exercising of faith. Christ himself said that wailtbmove mountains if we just had faith the sizeof
mustard seed! So the key for us is to get backd@tace that we are exercising faith in our Iy
when we do, we will not only see things changetherbetter, but we will be able to prevail in vigto
over the things that have been defeating us!

But this verse is also telling us something elgeltelling us what faith can do; it's telling usoat the
power found in faith, (or how faith accesses theigroof God); it's telling us about how faith insgsr

us in our souls, and it's also telling us wherthfaomes from. And it's found in the expressidnt*

faith which worketh by love”, alla pistis di‘agapesergoumenéNow on the surface this may not seem
very important, but when one goes back to the id@asd connected with the worehnergeoit opens

up a whole new world.

The word used herenergecor energeia was a word connected to the cosmic powers iGiieek



mind. Now in their minds the cosmic powers coulceltber good or bad. But before we get into that,
perhaps we need to set some sort of backdrop poulseh our understanding. To begin with, they
regarded thelaimones(demons, cosmic powers), as not being necessmiyActually, they used the
termdaimonedo refer to a race of superior beings who canmeatth from far away galaxies to impart
knowledge to man.

Now when one of these cosmic powers imparted ukafvledge to someone, that impartation of
knowledge was whatnergeowas about. The word we would use today woulthbpired. They were
inspired with an idea. Of course we have been gdéis go on for thousands of years with the demons
inspiring mankind with their evil ideas.

We might as well bring in the idea behind the wgethius When one of thesgaimoneswho were
also called geniiinspired someone with an idea, then that persmsaid to be a genius because he
had a genii!

But getting back to our story, the key idea thatweat to take away from this is thextergeas talking
about being inspired with an idea or a concept.ddraons inspired the ancient Greeks, (‘and people
today), with their ideas. And the Christian todako is filled with the Holy Spirit will be inspiredith
faith ideas. But faith which worketh byr, is inspired byagape love”, alla pistis di‘agapes
energoumeneraith in our souls is activated by meansgédpe

What this tells us that the spiritual mental attéufu4, which is brought about by the filling of the
Holy Spirit, is the instrumental agency by which kgeve faith; it is the means by which we are
inspired with faith and faith ideas! The Christian, who is under the teaching of trer\of God, and
living in the filling of the Holy Spirit, whose mehis dominated by thegapelove mental

attitude and is concentrating on the Word of @altibe inspired with faith and that faith will cre ate
in_our minds faith idead

But what is an ide& It is a thought or conception, that potentialiyaotually exists in the mind as a
product of mental activityThe mind set of faith will lead us to come uphndeas in our minds, all
sorts of ideas, and it will also establish the nsetthat this is possible, that this can comesto b

When God sent the twelve spies into the land ofa@arto spy it out, two of them came back and said,
we can do this! But the other ten came back, &dtging at the same thing, and said, it can't beetio
The idea that the two had in their minds was thay ttould conquer the land, just as God had praimise
to them. While the ten said that it can't be dawa,even with God's help! Their excuse was because
the giants were in the land. The two had faith;témehad no faith.

And the reason why the two had faith is becausg beéeved the Word of God! They believed that
God couldn't and wouldn't lie, and that he hadpbeer to do whatever he said he would do, so they
could trust him. They were convinced by the Word@of. And for us to have today we have to be
convinced by the Word of God. For it is out of iNerd that we have faith!So then faittcomethby
hearing, and hearing by the word of GbRomans 10:17he prepositiorek used with hearing the
Word of God, tells us that the origin of faith rsrih the Word of GodSo what we need to do is turn
our souls in total concentration on what the War@od is telling us, especially concerning this teat
of faith, then a miraculous thing will happen. Wil find our mind change from being negative and
unbelieving to one of faith and hope!

B. Faith I.D.E.A.S.



| — ldea - Inspired by faith
D — Decision - Made by faith

E — Energy - Provided through faith
A — Activity - Motivated by faith
S — Success - Accomplished by faith

Faith Ideas is an acronym that gives us insiglat ihé process of taking an idea, thought, or cancep
that one only has in their minds and seeing it bexeeality in life. Think of it! One is taking thght

and making it become reality! And by the use afhfacombined with the power of God, is exactly

what is happening. But we want to note that on@chleave out any of these concepts. There has to b
the faith_ideathe _decisiortoncerning that idea, the enettgycarry it out and the activity see it

through. If all of these are there, then there hadllthe faith success

It begins with the filling of the Holy Spirit, whproduces, along with all the other fruits of thergp
theagapemental attitude of love in our souls. This metéitude is devoid of all negativity, all sin, of
anything along the lines of it can't be done. Guisbecome clear, and once they are clear of all
negative concepts, they are now free to think ajpogjtive faith lines.

The result of this is thdahe believer's soul will start to be filled with fath and faith ideas What is
actually taking place is that the Holy Spirit isfiring us with faith ideas! When the believer feesi
his soul on the Word of God, and especially thas®epts that deal with faith, then he or she wnid f
that their souls will start really believing that things are possible!

Isn't this what the Lord said in Mark 923Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, alidbiare
possible to him that believetiDo we believe what Christ said? Or do we findsalves believing
what our theological group says? Christ said thahiags are possible to the one who believes. But
theologians will explain all that away. It was #elient time, or that doesn't apply to us, wetlaesn't
mean everything...and consequently our faith goeshe window.

Perhaps we need to focus our thinking and faitiwbat the Word of God says and not listen to other
people! ‘But Jesus beheldien) and said unto them, With men this is impossimegwith God all

things are possible.” Matthew 19:26°'And Jesus looking upon them saith, With menimpossible, but
not with God: fowith God all things are possible.” Mark 10:27“And he said, The things which are
impossible with meare possible with God.” Luke 18:27“But Jesus beheldiem and said unto them,
With men this is impossible; bwtth God all things are possible.” Mark 14:36“Behold, lamthe

LORD, the God of all fleshsthere any thing too hard for me? Jeremiah 32:27Jesus said unto him,
If thou canst believell things are possible to him that believeth.” Mark 9:23

So, as we look into the Word of God, filled witretHoly Spirit and believing his Word, we begin to
start believing once again. Now that we're startingave faith ideas, we then need to make a decisi
concerning them. For without thdécision then nothing else will follow. We need to take thith

idea out of the realm of thought and onto the mfaeality and that's where the decision comesin
the decision is expressed by means of prayer to God provides the power to make our desire
become reality, but he also has to give the peramssoncerning it. What we are doing when we pray
to God is asking him to make our faith idea compdss.

When we talk about making the decision, we ardrtgliabout the will of the individual. Everyone on



earth has a will. But we need to remember that Bed-ather has a will also! And, as the sovereign o
the universe, his will is above his creatures. €hethis direct will, that which he wants us to dbere

is his permissive will, that which he allows usdim And there is his eternal purpose, that whicishe
going to do regardless of what man wants.

So when to go to God in prayer and express oureddgt we want him to make happen, we are
deferring our will to his. It may be against hidlvior our lives; it may not be good for us; aneth
again he may grant it. James tells us that we hatjebecause we ask not; and that we have not
because we ask for the gratification of our lusgst ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and
receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye maymeansupon your lust§ James 4:2b,3

The Apostle John also wrote that if we ask anytlaogording to his will, (our will lining up with

God's will), then he will hear us and grant theuesg. ‘And this is the confidence that we have in him,
that, if we ask any thing according to his will, treareth us: And if we know that he hear us,
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitiat we desired of hifnl John 5:14,15

Now after having the faith idea, and making a deni®ased upon faith, and determining that it ian't
lust, (which it wouldn't be if the idea came to ywhile you were operating in your new nature filled
with the Holy Spirit), and putting it before the fidoin faith, the believer can pray the prayer dahfa
James 5:15d'And the prayer of faith with full confidence that the faith idea will lgganted. And the
faith aspect involved in this is that we actuagfieve that he will! It might do well for us to rember
that God honors our faith.

We might address the problem with doubt concerifintg the will of God for my life, or if I'm just
dealing with some lust, or if I'm doing the wroigng. For once the doubt enters in the faith leaves
Remember, the mental attitudeagfapelove inspires faith and faith ideas. And dgeapemental
attitude comes about as the result of the fruthefHoly Spirit. The spiritual state of agape

inspires faith ideas! It doesn't inspire lust ideal!

There are four areas that we can get ideas froamwtld, the flesh, the devil and from the Holy&pi
And remember, an idea is a thought or concept @somind that comes as the result of mental agtivit

We can get all kinds of ideas from therld systemt money, power, success, ambition, having more
things, materialism, power, etc.. We are constdetiyworldly ideas all day long from televisiondra,
newspapers, co-workers, friends, etc.. But thesasiédre from the world system not from God!

Theflesh nature gives us ideas as well: bad ideas, wrong ideasghatification ideas, the subjective
thinking ideas from the emotions, garbage in thd gteas, defense mechanism ideas, human
viewpoint ideas, stupid ideas, the list is a long.o

Thedevil also gives us ideas: satanic viewpoint ideas, mgiewpoint ideas, evil viewpoint ideas;
ideas contrary to the nature and will of God.

And finally, theHoly Spirit gives us ideas, faith ideas, and the list for ihsndless. So how do we
know that our ideas are from God, the devil, theldvaur flesh nature, or other people's flesh red®
It goes back to the filling of the Holy Spirit, wipvoduces thagapestate of mind in our souls. When
we have the filling of the Holy Spirit, then thes@s we have are true faith ideas.

The next thing is thenergy. There has to be power or energy involved in n@kiar faith dreams



become reality. And the believer is empowered bgistlas he or she lives in the sphere of faitow
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peacéeilieving that ye may abound in hope, through the
power of the Holy GhostRomans 15:13

The phrasein believing is referring to living in the sphere of faith. A& walk by faith we will be
filled with all joy and peace and will abound ing® (the confident faith mental attitude that good
things are awaiting us in the future), by the poafethe Holy Spirit. So we find that we are also
empoweredy faith as well.

Paul expressed it again_in Philippians 4 \dBere he wrote,l“‘can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth meéAnd the word he used for strengthening him wadunamopwhich meant to be
strengthened inwardlyActually the word for| can dq isischuowhich meant thabne has the
strength to meet any situation in life and to coméhrough it victoriously because Christ gives us
the strength to prevail It takes energy or power to keep moving forwardaiith in life, to accomplish
our faith goals, to accomplish the Father's witldar lives, to deal with our flesh natures, the'ldo
system and the attacks of the devil, and Christggp gives us that strength!

The next thing we see in Faith Ideas isdhgvity of faith. Faith believes the promises of God, but
make no mistake about_it faith has activity fact, the Apostle James says that without spekyos—
activity, faith is dead.Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, beatgne” James 1:17

To give you an idea as to how this works, let'sfeagxample, that a believer has been inspirethby
idea of going to college. Now it might be one thfog someone just out of High School, but let's say
that they are older in life now. They have thisHfadea about going to school. They believe they ca
do this, so they next make the decision to do slegnoll in school. Here we see their fditds
motivated them to make_a decisj@md then motivated them to actioy enrolling in school.

When we look at Hebrews chapter elewwhich deals with the matter of faith, we seerayltist of
believers who had an idemnaybe it was theirs, maybe God gave it to théwy tmade a decisiothere
was the activitynvolved, there was successd there was the power, the enegggnted to them by
God which enabled them to do it!

Abel believed God about the proper sacrifice, maeéedecision concerning it, and there was his
activity involved in doing so. Noah believed Goaabthe ark and the flood, (so much so he became
alarmed), made the decision to build the ark, weemtand built the ark, and was strengthened by God
for those 120 years while he built it!

Moses believed God and chose to suffer with thepleenf God. Abraham believed God about the city
and chose to live a semi-nomadic life on his ownllaAbraham believed God about the sacrifice and
offered up his own son Isaac! All these had an glean to them by God, they believed is in faith,
their faith motivated them to make the decisiorg then it motivated them to take action, and then
they finally had the success.

By the exercise of faith in the promises of Godigkiam was able to have sex agafnd being fully
persuaded that, what he had promised, he was dbteta perforni’” Romans 4:27And even Sarah
herself was able to conceive once again by hercesveg faith in the promise of GodThrough faith
also Sara herself received strength to conceivd,smad was delivered of a child when she was past
age, because she judged him faithful who had pesnidebrews 11:11



So when we talk about this matter of faith, anditleas that faith gives us, we see that faithehel,
is the key from beginning to end. We come up withdeaby faith, by faith we make the decisitm
do it, or pursue after it, by faith we draw upoa gowerof the Holy Spirit while involved in it, by
faith we keep moving forwarith our goal, and by faith, one day, we will see foalrealized

This is also what the idea bbpeis all about. Hope is the confident mental atédldat good awaits
you in the futureNow hope is something that always deals withfiitere; it is not in the world of
reality yet.It is not unreal; it is only unrealized!' Then one day, when that which one has hoped for
becomes reality, it is no longer hope!

The final result of Faith ldeas ssiccessbiblical success, faith success. If the beliavants to have
true success in life, not worldly success, theytrhius by faith, walk by faith, be filled with thidoly
Spirit thinking faith ideas, make the decision toque their faith ideas, pursue their faith idead @ne
day their faith ideas will become reality!

These faith ideas now become faith objectivesh fadgals that we are now going toward in our
Christian walk. And, as we go from one faith gaathie next, we will find that our entire lives are
characterized by living by faith!

Proverbs talks about this as welLdmmit to the Lord whatever you do, and your phaiissucceed’
Proverbs 16:3In his heart a man plans his course, but the Laxtetmines his stefgsProverbs 16:9
And, concerning the sovereignty of God in the miattdany are the plans in a man's heart, but it is
the Lord's purpose that prevailfroverbs 19:2NIV

There is a tremendous misuse of faith and the @dmiife going on in churches today, for they are
using certain concepts as a means of gaining ietMorld has to offer and gratifying their lusts!
“Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, argfidge of the truth, supposing that gain is
godliness: from such withdraw thyself Timothy 6:5

They think that living the spiritual lifegodlinessis a means to financial gain, but that is pemgrthe
point of it all. Living life by faith in the fillig of the Holy Spirit is not about worldly success,

getting the “wampum” the world has to offer. Ittsat a life of contentment, peace and joy! There is
success, but it is the consummation of our faiith glorifies God. But godliness with contentment is

great gain” 1 Timothy 6:6

But even in this, we must not focus on the errdistioer believers, but in living our own life ofitfla.
We must be like the man who saitlofd, | believe; help thou mine unbelieMark 9:24bHe was a
believer, he had faith, but he was also honestgimtuadmit that he had unbelief. So he asked the
Lord to help himpoethosin getting rid of the unbelief in his soul to tplace that he had total faith.

All of us need to constantly be reading and stuglyire Word to find things that not only build uprou
knowledge of God's Word, but also that build up faith! And one of the things that will help us is
that God has given faith to each one ofide gave us the faith we needed so we could eebev
Christ as our Savior and it is this same faith ttzat believe all things are possible!

Remember when Peter walked on the water? An daitb? We need to remember that all the other
disciples had the same faith given to them as lead lgiven to Peter. The difference is that Peter
exercised his faith and the others didn't!



C. Concepts concerning faith.

Faith is a choice; one chooses to believe or not.

It is not an operation of the senses, nor thematining of the mind.

It has no doubts in it. Faith says it's true.

Unbelief, not doubt, is the antithesis of faith.

Doubt is the wavering between faith and unbelief.

Faith is the complete confidence that somethingbeil that it will come to pass.

Ultimately, biblical faith is in a persorrahwehthe God of the universe.

Faith becomes trust; completely depending on tlegqmn.

Faith can look to the person's attributes, hisggntg power, mercy, etc..

It looks at the possibilities, not the problem.

It looks towards God's ability, not our inability.

It needs to be persuaded from time to time.

It needs to be convinced of God's intentions towaxdhat they are good, by the persuasion of
argument or the display of evidence.

It is persistent and perseveres.

It needs to be reminded of the fact that God icanted to us.

Encouragement by other believers is helpful tdfait

The Holy Spirit gives us faith.

The Word develops faith.

Prayer is a vehicle that develops faith.

Spiritual activity (works) proceeds out of faith.

Faith is a sign of the new nature created by God.

Faith is concentration on the Word of God.

Faith focuses on the Lord and his Word, blockingtba rest.

It can grow, develop and become completed.

Faith is the means by which the power of the H@yiSis channeled into the believer who has come
to the end of his works of power.

Only faith works with grace. It is the only thingat responds to and corresponds with grace. Man's
works reject grace, and grace rejects man's works.

Faith says, "I can't, but God can".

Faith is in the circle with grace and truth.

Faith must always have an object, and for God'pleed’'s God and his Word.

It cannot be taken away by Satan. We will alwaysalbe to believe, but he will try to keep us from
exercising it.

Faith looks to God and his essence as the basisusimg him.Yahwehis:

Sovereign-  He is in total control and has a pénbén for my life.
Righteous-  All his dealings with me are good.

Justice- He will always be fair with me.
Love- His love for me is perfect and complete.
Eternal- My faith is safe, because he will livedfeer, always has, always will.

Omnipotent- He has the power to handle every tsitnan my life.
Omnipresent- He is with me wherever | go.

Omniscient- He possesses all knowledge and h#éseadinswers for me.
Immutable- He never changes, so | can count on him

Veracity- He's always truthful, making him totatiliable.



D. Some synonyms for faith.

Committing- Looks at the volitional decision to erdt a matter to the Lord.
Depending- Counting on the Lord to handle the matte

Trust- Helpless dependence on the Lord.

Hope- The confident mental attitude that good thingl happen to you in the future.
Waiting- The mental attitude of faith from the timkthe request until its fulfillment.
Patience- The mental attitude of faith while peeseng in a trial.

Leaning- A relying upon the Lord to hold you up.

Following- Trusting in the Lord's plan, authoritychleadership.

Believing- The verb form of faith.

Resting- Total reliance on the Lord and the noesstmental attitude it brings.
Relying- Same as depending. Looks to his faithfsdne

Looking to- Another synonym for faith.

Confidence- Faith developed to completion.

Praying- An expression of faith.

Call out- Another expression for faith.

Cast your burden- A pictorial mechanic of faith.

Cry out- An intensified concept motivated by faith.

Confident statements- Confident statements conogihie future are statements of faith.
Put it in the Lord's hands- Expression of faith.

Boldness- Confidence of faith before God.

Walk with God- Living by faith.

Persistent- Faith that won't let go.

Looking to the City- Stabilizing view toward etemni

Pleasing the Lord- Only done by faith.

The Christian's victory- Over death, Satan andatbdd.

The Shield- Metaphor for faith using the armor @pic

As a breastplate- With love.

As eating- The metabolizing of God's Word by faith.

What we've got to do is start developing our faitkhe Lord and living by faith. And in this matter
are going to have to start avoiding the ideas afidances of those who are negative to faith and
having a positive mental attitude. For there ishmgf that can destroy a positive faith mental @it
faster than being around negative people and infleeWe have to realize that the world is anti faith,
our flesh natures are anti faith and most defipitbé devil is anti faith! The last thing he watdssee

is the power of God go into operation again in haobeliever.

Why not become a child again in our hearts in #ress that we statreamingonce more? Children

are so wonderful to be around because they dreant #te possibilities in life. Compare them with so
many adults, who trudge along like zombies who tgaven up. They get up in the morning, go to
work, come home, go to bed, take little side tnipkfe, buy a home, retire, then die! And why?
Because they have given up on their dreams andfttiii!

If this is us, then we can turn all this aroundsbgrting to live by faith once again and the wagt thie
can begin this is by believing in the possibilifyadl things; by believingll things are possible to the
one who believé8y combining faith ideas and the grace and poav&sod, the sky becomes the limit
and that's how we need to live.



E. Possibility Thinking
“And he said, The things which are impossible witin ane possible with God.” Luke 18:27
A possibility refers to the prospect or potential for somettinbe true, or come true, for something to

come to be, for that which does not exist to combe existencelt's oppositeimpossible means that
something cannot happen or will not happen

So, what kind of thinking do we have that goveroslives? Something won't happen? Something
can't happen? It probably won't be! Is our thinkagng the lines of possibility? Or impossibility?
Perhaps we need to review once again what the @fdedd says.

We need to focus our thinking and faith on whatWwerd of God says and not listen to other people or
our own negative thoughtsBut Jesus beheldiern; and said unto them, With men this is impossible;
but with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26°And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men
Is impossible, but not with Godlor with God all things are possible.” Mark 10:27“And he said, The
things which are impossible with mare possible with God.” Luke 18:27“But Jesus beheldiern; and
said unto them, With men this is impossiblg; with God all things are possible.” Mark 14:36

“Behold, lamthe LORD, the God of all flesks there any thing too hard for me? Jeremiah 32:27
“Jesus said unto him, If thou canst belig@lkthings are possible to him that believeth.” Mark 9:23

This is it! This is what we have to beliewvewve want to get our faith up and running agahe
one thing that we have to have is we have to ladlyaind thoroughly convinced of the idea of
possibilities Not to just adopt the concept of looking at thigedent possibilities that there are in life,
or the various possibilities there are to deal witih problems, buio adopt the possibility thinking
that all things are possible with Godi

The key to all this is to start focusing our contplattention, once again, back on the teachinpeof t
Word of God. For it is as we start concentratinglen\Word with our entire souhnd having confessed
any sins we might have committed, that we recaweffitling of the Holy Spirit; and it is there ihe
sphere of the filling of the Holy Spirit thaur faith starts to soar.

Some believers only look at the impossibility ahtys, while other believers look at the possilasti
Some look at things from the eyes of faith, whilbavs look at things from the standpoint of unbielie
When the twelve spies went into the land, ten chaoik and said it was impossible. Too many giants
(problems). While the two came back and said wedgathis! Their reasoning was that if God told us
he was giving us the land, and if God told us tongo the land and conquer then God was going to
make it all possible They were looking at the possibilities of it bicause they believed the God with
whom _all things are possible

The possibility thinking of faith gives us freedowhile the negative thinking of unbelief binds us,
restricts us, enslaves us. Possibility thinkingegius freedom from our past, our present circuras&n
our weaknesses, our failures, the opinions of sttiee world, flesh and the devil. Possibility #iing

is “the sky's the limits”, while negative thinking) “this is the best it'll ever get”.

The possibility thinker looks not to himself, bot&od who has the power. He knows th@tcan do all
things through Christ who strengthens hWihile the negative thinker looks to himself, is h
circumstances, to his abilities, and says it dan'tlone...(because | can't do it)!




But we don't have to concentrate on a doctrineimigalith faith to get our faith back up and running
we can look at many passages of scriptures. Fongea we can look at a passage that deals with the
difference between the soul and our bodi€®sy‘which cause we faint not; but though our outdvar

man perish, yet the inwardanis renewed day by day2 Corinthians 4:16The body is decaying each
day, which can be quite painful and discouragingt. \Bhen we concentrate on the soul, the inner man,
which is the real us inside, we see that it carebewed each day\nd Paul said because of that they
didn't lose heart, faint, get discouraged

There are many and mighty workings of God's powagmhis people exercise their faith, as both the
Old and New Testaments attest to, but there aer etbnderful workings of faith that may seem
smaller in comparison, but nonetheless just as edunldand powerful as the others. Such as, to be
encouraged instead of discouragedhave hope instead of despé&r go on in life with a smile on

your face, instead of sitting down and givind up

Or the type of faith that applies the Word of Goatr lives which motivates us to keep moving
forward in life with faith in the Lord and his Wosgdter suffering disappointment, or failure, or thss
of friends, or the loss of loved one&réthren, | count not myself to have apprehendedtibs one
thing | do, forgettingthose things which are behind, and reaching fontko those things which are
before” Philippians 3:13

Then there was the story of the man who had a ysangvho was demon possessed. Now the man
recognized what was going on with the boy, but mevkthat he didn't have the ability to do anything
about it. So he took the boy to the disciples teelthem cast it out, but they couldn't. Finallytbek
the boy to the Lord to have him cast it otntl one of the multitude answered and said, Malskerye
brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spMark 9:17He had a faith idea!

Here's where we see that the Lord reproached thenhior not believing on him, they had already
done that, but folacking the faith necessary to accomplish the jdl¥ He answereth him, and saith, O
faithless generation, how long shall | be with ydwa®v long shall | suffer you? bring him unto.ine
Mark 9:17The way he words it implies that thaly should have been able to do this!

Afterward the disciples came to the Lord to ask wiey weren't able to do it themselves, to which he
replied that this category of demon required prayet fasting. And when he was come into the house,
his disciples asked him privately, Why could nota& him out? And he said unto them, This kind can
come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fastildark 9:28,29Prayer and fasting was a setting aside
of normal things in life so one could give himsa¥er to the Word and faith.

Christ told the disciples thall things are possible to the one who believeSlesus said unto him, If
thou canst believe, (and you can), all thiags possible to him that believettiMark 9:21In Matthew
19:26the Lord said, But Jesus beheldiem and said unto them, Withen this is impossible; but with
God all things are possibfeThe word forwith in the statementut with God para de thegis para,
which is used to designhate motion to a positiomgdide which is to say thatvhen God comes
alongside a matter that we can't handle, He can dib!

And that's where prayer and our faith idea come¥vimen we go to God in prayer asking him to do
something for us, something that we can't do, atié\e that he will do it, then God comes in
alongside the matter and takes care d@itt we have to go to God in prayer and we have toetieve
that he will do what we have asked him to dd*And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,
(you) believing, ye shall receiveMatthew 21:22




F. Facing The Mountain

“Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily | say ymi, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shail no
only do thisvhich is dondo the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unttliountain, Be thou removed,
and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be doMatthew 21:2lanokpiBeig e 0 MGOVG EWEV QTOIC

QUNV AEY® DUV EQV EYNTE TLOTLV KO L1 S10KPIONTE OV LOVOV TO TNG GUKNG TOMGETE OAANL KOV TG OPEL
TOLT® ewNTe aPONTL Ko PANONTL €1¢ TV Bahacoav yevnoeTon

When the Lord had cursed the fig tree, and thegaatie back by it the next day, the disciples were
amazed at what had happened, that it had witherggiiskly. So they asked the Lord{ 6w soon is

the fig tree withered aw&yMatthew 2120 The wordoosis an_interrogative partickhich asks the
guestion of howor in what manner did something take pladeey saw that the fig tree was withered,
but they wanted to knowow it happened! And with the use of the wopdyachremathey wanted to
know how it happened sguickly. Parachremameant immediately, at once, or so quickly

Apparently the disciples were more interested enghysical phenomenon of the tree withering than
they were in the spiritual lesson about the sgtiyudead nation of Israel and how it was beingsedr
by God, or the spiritual dynamics of faith and plmaver that comes alongside the exercise of faith.

But the Lord answers their questionh@iw it happened in verse twenty oféne passage begins with
the wordapokrinomai,which meant_to answer a question, or to replyotoeone's statemerand then
he goes into the mechanics of this destructiveciarahe only one recorded in the NT, and tellsithe
thatit was accomplished by the exercise of his faitiAnd he_also tells them thttey too can do
such things, if only they believe

He begins his statement with the phrad&rily | say unto you'dr, “I tell you the truth” amen lego
humin._ Amen lego humimas a solemn introductory formula used at theriregg of a statement to
alert the listener that what he was going to hess @f the utmost importance, that they neededtenli
to it, understand it and do what it shys

Here the Lord is giving the disciples the secretaftcomplishing these mighty works of pow@vhich
actually come from God), but it is a two fold cotmah: one, there must be faittandtwo, there can be
no doubting Both conditions have to be present. What weaokihg at here is the secret of the
universe: a faith idea, truth, grace and the pafé&od.

He then says,If ye have faith”, ean exhete pistin. Ech&t¢he_present active subjunctiokthe verb
echq which means to have or to possess sometldogvhat he's saying ¥,you have or possess faith.
But when we haveanused with the subjunctive mood of the verb it §simut a third class condition
of if, where the condition for something to be fulfillisdirst stated, and then if the condition is there
then its fulfillment will come to be.

For example, 1 John 1:9f we confess our sinfnaybe we will and maybe we won'thut if we do,
then) he is faithful and just to forgive usir sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousnésich
tells us that the condition that God sets for hamgiving our sins and cleansing us is based upon ou
confessing or stating our sins to him.

But the other part of the condition in additionfa@h is, “and doubt not”, kai me diakrithete.
Diakritheteis the aorist passive subjunctigédiakrino, the word for wavering back and forth between
two positions The subjunctive mood is also used with this vatting with the connective use ldi,
which tells us that these two ideas are connecigether in the condition




Which tells us thatve must be exercising our faith active voicerevealing the activity of the wilh
all this, and at the same timet be doubting Diakrino, to doubt, meant to waver back and forth
between two positions or opinignghich means to be believing that God will do stimmey, then go
back to not believing that he will. It's to go bawkd forth between the positions of faith and uietbel
Maybe it will, maybe it won't. Will it? Won't it?e6? No?

To believeis used here in the active voiaehich shows the activity of the believer's wallinvolved in
choosing to believeBut todoubtis found in the passive voigedicating that there is something in all
of us, the fallen flesh nature, that acts uporbeieever in such a way thatuseshim to doubt, that
causes him to go back and forth between faith aute lief

Mark's statement on the mountain emphasizes tlzeatiprayer. Whenever there is something that the
believer wants, then it is expressed to God ing@rayoMark's faith is a faith that believes and

prays. “For verily | say unto you, That whosoever shall sato this mountain, Be thou removed, and
be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubtishleart, but shall believe that those things witieh
saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoeeesaith. Therefore | say unto you, What things
soever ye desire, when gy, believe that ye receivéien) and ye shall havéhiem ” Mark 11:23,24

Prayer is the vehicle by which one's will is expressed dinected toward God; God's almiglggwer
is its source and assurangath is the opening through which his power works; &ul'ssovereignty
is its only restriction.

Christ tells the disciples that if they have faitiey will be able to not only do what he did, buen
more, ‘ye shall not only do thighich is dondo the fig tree, but also if ye shall say untcthi
mountain”. And we notice the worgle oryou It's not just thahe did it, but by the inclusion of the
wordyou, he's telling them thahey can do it! If they have faitihey, if they have faith, could say to
the mountain, Be thou removed and be thrown into the’sdeen it would do that!

The first command in Mark igrtheti, the_aorist passive imperatie¢airo. The second command is
bletheti the_aorist passive imperatie¢ballo. We notice that both words have the same gramaiatic
construction; they are both aorist passive impeegtivhich tells us that two commands are directed
toward the mountajrto beremoved (from its place), and bdrown..where?...into the sea.

The passive voictells us something else. If they were in the &ctwice it would tell us that the
mountain had volition, which it doesn't. There ésanimus, no soul life in a mountain, so it is
incapable of volitionally obeying a command. But#ese it is in the passive vojaetells us that the
mountain has been the recipient of a command alhdb@vihe recipient of the action

Which is to say that the mountain will be removed &e thrown, passive voicmto the sea. It will
receive the action of the comman@8sit there will be something else, or | should sayneone else
who will be the causative agelmehind all this and that is the power of God théhEr.

The question and issue for all of us is, 'Do yoliele this?' Not just do you believe that Christiico

do this? But do you believe that any believer imi€lcould do this? I think the resounding answer
from most, if not all, believers is, No! Even thesywould have a loud no behind them. So wasubts |
idle chit chat? Was he describing a hypotheti¢absion that could never exist? Then why did Christ
take the time to talk about i®hd then why did he use the second person pluraind tell them that
they could do this, if theyhad the faith?




Mark 11:23adds, and shall not doubt in his heartkai me diakrithe en te kardia autotine aorist
passive subjunctivef diakrino. This is the second part of the two-fold conditiongetting God to
answer our prayers. On@e must be believing, and tywwe must not be doubting.

“In the heart is the dative casef en te kardiatelling us where the location of doubtiogmes from,
the heartIncluded also is the causative sengkich is to say, that is our hearts that cause us to
doubt. Our minds may believe something to be true, toistour hearts that cause us to doittst.the
things going on in our heart that influence us awayrom the position of truth and faith.

The Lord talks about the heart_in Matthew 15:Fr out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witnesgssphemies; and Mark 7:2] “For from within, out of

the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adultef@®ications, murders Quite a list of negative
dynamics going on in the heart and all of thematztfrom faith.

Matthewhasdialogismoi ponerofor evil thoughts, tending toward the idea of skuimpure

thoughts, carnality, etc.. While MaHasdialogismoi hoi kakgitending toward the idea of evil
reasonings, or the process of human rationalismideof faith, which has the idea of worldly
viewpoint, the thinking of the world and its peapleinking based upon emotions, assumptions, etc..

It is this process of rationalism that we haveemh guard for in the life of faith. The mind reaso
that it can't be done. The reasoning process oivthrlel's people says it can't be done. And this is
where doubt enters into our minds. We must beliégd when he says it can be dbmhhis is exactly
what Proverbs 3:% about, Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and leantmmto thine own
understanding.Trust in the Lord and stop leaning on our abitbyreason things out with our mirids

Doubting is not unbelief. It is the wavering baclddorth, the going back and forth between the two
positions of belief and unbelief. This is exactlgat Elijah was describing in 1 Kings 18;2And

Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How |tvaiy ye between two opinions? if the LORDbe
God, follow him: but if Baalihenfollow him. And the people answered him not a wdfdyahwehis
God, then follow him. But iBaal is God, then follow him! If you think that Sataor, the people of the
world, or your own thinking is true, then belieteBut if you think that Christ's words are the

truth, then believe and act on therh

The heart tends toward unbelief because of itoreags and doubts, so it acts upon the believer in
such a way that it creates an opposing viewpoifaith. The writer of Hebrews told us about the
problem of the unbelieving heart in Hebrews 3TTake heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an
evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God

The Apostle James told us to purify our hearts.e¥a#8 “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to
you. Cleanseour hands,ye sinners; and purifyour hearts,ye double minded To purify, katharizo,
was_to cleanse something from dirt or eltihad the idea that something was new or cleahbecame
dirty, so the dirt, the unbelief, needed to be resabfrom it.

James addressed this very problem in our prayge®tbwhere we are to believe while we are praying
and not be wavering back and forth between faithuarbelief. He said that the believer who does this
is adouble mindedbeliever,dipsichos literally a double souled believer and is unstablall he does.
“But let him ask in faith, nothing waveringor he that wavereth is like a wave of the seaer with

the wind and tossed. For let not that man think treshall receive any thing of the Lord. A double
minded mans unstable in all his waysJames 1:6-8



Another doctrinal concept that we can use to punfiy hearts, because we have so many problems
with the heart, is having our mind's set on thedkiabove, not on the things on the edi$let your
affection on things above, not on things on thehga€olossians 3:By looking forward to heaven,
the New Jerusalem and our eternal inheritance @litist we will purify our hearts.And every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, easrhe is puré 1 John 3:3

The Holy Spirit inspires faith ideas, not lust ideBut the flesh will deceive us into thinking tloatr
lust ideas are faith ideas! So how can we knowdifierence? It goes back to understanding and
knowing what the various categories of lust areveacan eliminate them from our prayerse ‘ask,
and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that yeamsymet upon your lust$ James 4:3

G. Believing.

“And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prapelieving, ye shall receivé Matthew 21:22cot
TOLVTOL OGOl OV QLITNONTE €V TN TPOGEVYT| TGTEVOVTEC ANyeche

Mark has it as, For verily | say unto you, That whosoever shall sato this mountain, Be thou
removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and sloaltiaubt in his heart, but shdklieve that those
things which he saith shall come to gdss shall have whatsoever he sditMark 11:23

While Matthewwrites, ‘Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily | say ymi, If ye have faith, and
doubt not, ye shall not only do thigiich is dondo the fig tree, but also if ye shall say untethi
mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast itG#a; it shall be doreMatthew 21:21

Matthewhas “it shall be dontand Markhas shall come to passBoth passages use the verb
ginomaj which signifies a change of condition, stateplace And would be better translated as to
become, or come to b doesn't exist now, butwill in the future. So when he saysf ye shall say
unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thatiio#o the seait will cometo be.

Mark emphasizes the contrast between faith and unheliéé passage by the useatif, the
conjunction of contrasHe says that if we do not doubt in our hedyts, believe that those things that
we say shall come to pass, we will have whatsoeeeask.

In an odd sort of way unbelief is a sort of fatimegative faith, a belief that something won'tdeap
that it won't come to pass! When the twelve spiestvinto the land and came back with their reports,
two believed they could, while the ten believedytbeuldn't! It becomes unbelief when it goes agains
what God says. If God says we can do it, faith shgswe can!

We not only can change our life by the exercistaifi, but we can also change life on earth! The
power of God coupled with our faith can change libéhspiritual world and the material world. By the
exercise of faith we can not only change our limsg, circumstances, our environment, but the lnfes
people that we don't even know, both in the preagadtin the future!

Hebrews 6:4-@leals with this concept of powéfFor it is impossible for those who were once
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenlyayitt, were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have
tasted the good word of God, and gwevers of the world to come, If they shall fall awadg renew

them again unto repentance; seeing they crucitheémselves the Son of God afresh, anchputo an
open shamé.



Many Christians incorrectly think that to “fall awa parapiptg means to lose their salvation. But
parapiptowas_a nautical term and what it actually meant twayift off course At one time these
believers were attending a local church, takinBilsle Doctrine and living life in the filling of

Holy Spirit. But because they were under so muam$and economic pressure by the religionists,
they drifted off course from grace by going backhe temple, thus crucifying the Lord afresh. Asd a
long as they were doing that they couldn't be tstly renewed.

They had a taste of the powers to come in etefuitye that God has for the entire Royal Family of
God; powers that they could see in operation thidbg exercise of their faith in the Word, prayed a
the filling of the Holy Spirit.God's power that we can see operate today, if weakise faith!

We begin with Matthew 21:22And all things, whatsoeverivhich tells us that this is openad
things! Whatever it is that we desire, and that is nddeéaconfused with lust, whatever our faith idea is,
is open to being put before God in our prayer retjur him to answer.

The word for ask isiteoand is the word used for an inferior party, ssyhject of a kingdom, placing
his request before the superior party, his kihgpeaks of the believer in Christ going befthre
eternal God with his prayer requests.

“In prayer’ is en te proseucherin the prayer, or by means of pray@&hatever things we ask for in
the prayer. Which tells us that prayer, once agsaithe vehicle by which we make known our requests
to God. And all things whatsoever you ask for imyprayer.

“Believing is pisteuontesind is found in the present active participiaose action occurs at the same
time as the main verlwhich is asking in praye®o what it tells us is that we are to be believing
while we are praying to God

And then we have the worgé shall receivg lambanq which is in the future middle indicativ&he
first thing we notice about this is that the actafrihe future tense always takes place at some itim
the future The next thing is that it is found in the indigatmood the_mood of realitywhich also has
the idea of absolute certaintyo God will grant our prayer requests, but weshiavremember that
there will always be a time factor involved in thatthe answer to our prayers will come some time
in the future! The last thing is that it is found in the middieice, which tells us that we will be
benefitted by the action of receiving that answenur prayersWhich also brings out the point that
whatever God does for us will benefit us, which iwhy he does not grant our lust requests

Mark has it as, Therefore | say unto you, What things soever yeajeghen ye pray, believe that ye
receivethemn) and ye shall havénem” Mark 11:24810. TovTo A&Y® VLV TOVTO 0G0, OV TPOGEVYOLEVOL
atelche TGTEVETE OTL AAUPOVETE KO EGTAL VULV

“Because of this | say to you, what things soeveragl for, when you pray, believe that you have
received them and you willAgain we see the all things whatsoever idea ig plassage, and we also
see the concept of asking is taking place at threegane as our prayers to God. Here Mark tellshas t
while we are praying to God asking him for this ainak, we are to beelieving that we already have
them, and when we do, we will!

In Matthew 21:2%he Lord is telling us that if we have faith, th@hatever it is that we ask for,
whether in commanding a montain to be moved omgstiod for something, will come to be. Here he
uses the wordinomai which signifies a change of condition or stdtkat which is not will be, or it

will come to be, or come into existence.
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H. Anger blocks our faith, our faith ideas and prayers.

“And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have baghinst any: that your Father also which is in
heaven may forgive you your trespassbiark 11:25ko1 0tav GTNKNTE TPOGEVYOLEVOL APIETE €L TL
EYETE KATA TIVOG VAL KOl O TTALTTP VUMDV O EV TOIS OVPUVOLS ALPT] VULV TOL TOPATTOOTO DUDV

The temporal particlBotanindicates an action that is potential, conditicavad repeatednd refers
here to the matter of prayer. So, whenever we ray,as often as we pray, there is a condition
attached to it, that is, we are not to be angryatovsomeondf we are, then we are to forgive them.

“If ye have ought against anydy, “If you hold anything against anyoneéi 11 gxete kata tivog. The
word foragainstis kataand_it denotes having an hostile attitude towardeone This covers the
entire anger complex of bitterness, resentmenticeadtc.. And it deals with not only people in the
present time, but people in our past that have usirt

The word forhaveis the_present active indicatie# echqg to have and to hold he_present tengells

us that this is something that is going on in ttesent but it could also be linked to something that
went on in the past! In our culture we would sdariging on to something”. So it's describing the
believer who is still angry over something. Nowytimight be angry over something that has recently
happened, or they may still be angry over sometthaghappened a long time ago.

The wordif is in the first class conditigrvhich is,_if you are hanging on to your angerras@mething,
and let's assume for the sake of the study thatgeuhen you need to forgive them. Or it may be
anger that pops up from time to time over a pashev

The solution for anger is_forgivenessHere we find that, if we are presently angrynttieat anger
blocks our faith and our prayers. Meaning that @oa't grant them. Now something may have
recently happened that we are still “steaming” o@rsomething could have happened a long time
ago, even in our childhood, that we never fullyldegh and that anger over the incident still paps

The word forforgive is aphiete which is the present active imperatveaphiemj which means to let it
go. Nothing can be done about the things that happened us in the past, and revenge tactics will
not give us the peace we need either. There is omge way that we can deal with the hurt that we
have suffered, and there is so much injustice in th world, (but not from God), and the only way
to deal with it all is forgive!

We have to ask ourselves, is being angry wortbg®ally the people that we are angry at don't even
know that we are! We're trying to hurt them withr é@elings of anger, but the only person that vee ar
hurting is ourselves and those around us! And tbtadhat, are prayers are not being granted, we're

out of fellowship, not filled with the Holy Spirdnd just plain miserabl&o is it worth ip

Our anger blocks the filling of the Holy Spirit,cavithout the filling of the Holy Spirit we have no
agapelove mental attitude, no joy and no peace. We adstt have any faith or faith ideas. And
without the protection of the spiritual life insids, then our soul is run over by the sin naturta¢o

place we are totally miserab®0 IS it WOrth itAnd the answer becomes quite clear, no! That's

why we have to let these things go, and we haeeltpt the lifestyle of just letting things go bysl
not worth it!



|. From faith unto faith.

“For therein is the righteousness of God revealethffaith to faith: as it is written, The just shine
by faith” Romans 1:1%[k nicteng eill¢ niotv

We might stop and take a look at the necessityiforg by faith in the lives of all Christians. Wee
saved by faith, (in Christ); we are empowered leyHoly Spirit as we live in the sphere of faithgdan
we are to walk by faith. Faith in God; faith in lpgomises; faith in Bible Doctrine.

Now this translation has translatekl pisteos eis pistias from faith to faitli. The prepositiorek

denotes therigin of something, that something has come from, oofutomething else, or that it is
the source of something, and in some cases it detlo¢ material out of which something else is made
Iron comes out of, or from, ore, because the ontatas iron. So what we have sut of faitli telling

us that one must begin with faith first, and frdmattfaith, then one is able to go on in faith ufatith.

The next_prepositiors eisused with the accusativehich is used to indicate tlgpal One goes from
the source of faith with the goal of going towarddith. Buteishas several implied concepts found in
it. Firstthere is the concept direction. One is coming out of something and heading iaréath
direction._Secondt has the concept gpal, as noted, where someone is coming out of or from
something, but heading toward a certain goal. Tleisllso has the idea aifotion found in it, in that,

it is moving in a certain direction toward a gd&hd four, it has the idea gdenetration, into, where it
actually arrives at its goal

So what it's telling us is that the believer in Bhis going to be going from one concept of faith
their life, and from that concept centered arowithf they are to be going toward another concept
centered around faitifixom faith to faith or, out of faith unto faithOr, for the purpose of our studye
go from one faith idea to the next faith idea

These faith concepts, that we are continually géangard as our goals in life, become faith objexsiv
And because it is faith that works in accordandd &od's grace, then these faith objectives are als
grace objectives. And as the believer in Christsgomm faith to faith, from one grace objectivetlie
next grace objective, his/her life now becomes atiarized by faith.

And, as we have also seen, as the believer livdgisphere of faitlthey will be living in the sphere
of the power of the Holy Spirit So what that means, is that as the believer ms@hlife is
characterized by going from one faith objectivéh® next faith objective, they will be maximizinigt
amount of time that they are filled with the Holgif in their life!

It's a win win situation. As the believer goes from one grace blessingntdher; they will be filled
with the Holy Spirit much more often in their livabey will have purpose, goal and direction ie lif
instead of just wandering around aimlessly and washeir lives; and their mental attitudes will be
characterized by optimism, enthusiasm and hope!

But to do that they have to start living by faiimd the first point of faith that they start frostheir

faith in Christ as their Savior. God gave themgd(athers), the faith to believe on Christ, and e w
give them the faith for the rest of their journdpd he does this through the teaching of His Weidt.
they need to make the decision to live by faitld #en they need to make the decision to embark on
their first faith venture, to the second, and spuontil they go to be with the Lord.



J. The powers of the coming age.

“For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened hemvetasted of the heavenly gift, and
were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And havedafe good word of Godnd the powers of the
world to come, If they shall fall awato renew them again unto repentance; seeing ¢hagify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, andhputo an open shanie.

One of the privileges that the Royal Family of Guaitl be exercising throughout eternity, in addititm
ruling with Christ under God, is having accesd tinlimited power of God. It's not thae have this
power, the power belongs to God. But we will hageess to that power, through God granting us our
requests throughout eternity.

Many Christians incorrectly think that to “fall awa parapiptg means to lose their salvation. But
parapiptowas_a nautical term and what it actually meant twagift off course At one time these
believers were attending a local church, takinBilsle Doctrine and living life in the filling of

Holy Spirit. But because they caved in to the doaal economic pressure of the religionists, they
drifted off course from grace by going back to téeple, thus crucifying the Lord afresh. And agglon
as they were doing that they couldn't be spirifusghewed.

They had a taste of the powers to come in etefuitye that God has for the entire Royal Family of
God. They had seen the power of God operatingein tives as he answered their prayers. They had
seen his power operate in the sphere of their.fBiti they turned away from that to go back to
religiosity in the temple. When one turns from thgh dynamic, they always turn to religion or some
other activity of the flesh nature.

K. The Word of God develops faith.

“So then faitltomethby hearing, and hearing by the word of Gddomans 10:14pa n miotic €€
axomg 1 0g axorn ot prpatog Beov

It is through the communication of the Word of Gadgd the doctrines that it teaches, that the bedliev
in Christ can develop their faith. Faith, thatagylical faith, is not indigenous to people. To daty we
must receive it, and we receive it through the sewf God which he gives to us through his Word.

So faith, that isthe faith originates from the source of hearing the teacbirthe Word of Godit
comes to us through the instrumental agediy of the doctrinal communication of God's Word.
Which also means that if there is no doctrinal &g, or no accurate teaching of the Word, then the
believer in Christ will not be able to develop thiith.

The subject matter in view in the passage is bielgegn Jesus Christ as your Savidrhat if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shhéuaein thine heart that God hath raised him from
the dead, thou shalt be saveRomans 10:And then calling on the Lord to be saved, as a
manifestation of that faith.For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lstrdll be saved
Romans 10:13

Paul, then, goes on to explain where this faitbelieve on Christ comes from, or what its sourcé is
comes from the Word of God itself. More specifigahrough the doctrines pertaining to the person
and work of Jesus Chrjsdia rhematos thequor the Gospel. Thus establishing the patterroef faith
is developed in the soul of the believer; it cot@sugh the teaching of the Word of God.




L. Asking, Seeking and Knocking. A.S.K.

“Ask, and it shall be given yoggek, and ye shall findknock, and it shall be opened unto you: For
every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seéieteth; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened’ Matthew 7:7,8

We certainly would not want to have a study on hg\®aith Ideasgeasinspired by faithdecisions
made by faith, beingmpoweredthrough the exercise of faith, thetivity of faith, and faitrsuccess
without incorporating the need for the believebé&asking, seekingandknocking!

When we take the three concepts of asking, seekiddcnocking together we end up with the one idea
of persistencelf we have a faith idea, then we are going toehvbe persistent toward seeing it
become reality. We will have to keep on asking pkee seeking and keep on knocking. We will need
to keep on praying to God; keep on exploring neanaes and keep on looking for opportunities.

The word for ask is the second person plural, prtesetive imperativef the verbaiteoand was the
petition of an inferior party to his superior fanhto grant somethingsuch as the subject of a kingdom
going before his king to grant a request. For Gians, it is the believer in Christ going beforeddbe
Father in prayer with a request.

The first thing that we see is that it is in thea® person plurdklling us that this applies to all
believers in ChristAll believers in Christ are to be placing thedquests to the Father in prayer, in the
name of Jesus Christ, for their many needs andfiolendesires.

The next thing that we see is that it is in thevactoiceshowing that the believer in Christ is
volitionally responsibléo do so. No one else can do this for them, fdvediever priests they are
individually and personally responsible for thewrolives and their priesthood function, which
includes the matter of prayer to God.

The next thing that we see is that this mattersi&iray God is in the imperative mogdtie mood of
command, which tells us that the Lord is commandithdelieverdo be placing their requests before
God the Father. And the last thing is that it ishie_present tensevhich tells us that this is to be an
ongoing functionin our lives. Not once or twice then quit, buk&ep on asking.

So what this tells us is that, if there is someghmlife that we want to do, or something we wgngt

a lust), or something we need, or something thasheeild be doingr if we have a faith idea then
we're commanded by the Lord to go to the Fatherkaep on asking him for it. Not once or twice and
give up, but tckeep on asking him for it

We have the use of the iterative presevitich means that something is done continualiptetvals
Which means that if we keep on asking God in irgks;vand keep on doing that, then it will become a
practice for us and that's where we want to get atir prayer life.

The use of the imperative mobdre not only denotes a command, but it also slihat we have been
brought under authorityChrist may have set us free, but we are stilldased to obey. The Lord had
instructed the disciples, which applies to us alsat we can ask anything of the Father in his nante
the Father will grant it. Now maybe believers wid this of their own free will and maybe they won't
But if a command is introduced, then that meanskeeordered to be asking God. And by obeying the
command we end up doing what we should have beiag ddl along and all is fine.




1. “Ask, and it shall be given ygBuurette ko dofnoeror vuy

Now he commands Keep on askirig and then he goes on to tell what will happen mive do! ‘And
it will be given to yotl And he uses the future passive indicatofeéhe verbdidomito give, which
carries the idea of a king granting a favor.

Being found in the future tendetells us that the receiving of the request wédtur at some time in the
future, which introduces the idea of the time factbine believer should not get discouraged when he
doesn't get the answer to his prayers right awaynéeds to see that there will always be a timefac
involved. It may be a short time, and it may beragltime, but always the receiving of the thingeakk
from God will occur at some time in the future.

The next thing that we notice is that the futureseas used with the indicative moa¢hich brings out
the idea of certaintyTelling us that if we keep on asking the Fattie¥n we can count on him granting
our request. And with the gnomiise of the future tensaction that can be expected to happen under
usual conditionswe have it that we can expect God will grantnitler normal conditions. An example
of an abnormal condition was when Ruchbah was stogesomething from the Lord in Jeremiah 45
but was told by God that he was about to destreynttion, so don't expect great things.

And with the use of the passive vgitkevoice of grace it shows that we receive the actioithe
verb and that it is God the Father who is doingite believer cannot supply it for himself; he aatnn
do it for himself; all he can do is receive it frahe hand of God, but he is responsible for prajamg
it. And with the use of the imperative mowmasking we see that we are compelled in love by the
authority of Christ to be asking God for thingsve® can be blessed.

2. “Given toyou”, is the dative plurabfyou which, in the pluraldenotes albelievers in Christ, and it
is the_dative of advantagehich means that it is to our advantage to beivery things from God.
Christ commands us to continually be asking théérafor things because he wants us to be blessed!

Christians need to develop the practice of livinghe spiritual life dynamic that God has provided
all of us. But how do we do thakibw do we get out of our bad patterns of living andnto the good
pattern of living in the spiritual life dynamic? Which is what the idea of godliness is all about.

The grammar of the Greek tells us how this is ddviehave to begin somewhere and start doing what
God wants us to do, so there is introduced the iatye moodthe mood of commandf we're not

doing the right thing, then you will find the aorist imperativesed to command us to start an action
that we are not presently doingtédrt doing this or that”. If we're doing the wrong thingsin our

lives, then you will find the present imperativeed with the negative particlae which is a command
to “stop doing this or that'. And if we're already doing the right thing, then you will find the

present imperativased which meanstd' keep on doing it.

Now that we've begun to do what God wants us tdhdm we need to start doing it more and m8Sce.
we go from not doing something at all, to the placeshere we're doing it more and more. And

from there we want to get to the place where it beenes a present active participle, that is, we are
now doing it all the time as a way of life.

And this takes us to the practiceasking, seeking andknocking. God wants us to keep on askihg
keep on seekingnd_to keep on knockinglot just once in awhile, but all the time as aywélife. And
if we do,then we will continually be receiving, finding andhaving doors opened for us




3. “Seek”— (nrerte — present active imperativezeteo

Zeteogoes way beyond just having a desire for sometlungerely wishing about things. It involves
the mind, heart and will all motivating the body toa course of action If someone was seeking a

large pocket of gold nuggets on some creek upamtbuntains that he had heard about, he wouldn't be
sitting on the couch wishing he hadhe would be up there looking for it That's seeking

Thinking about it isn't seeking Talking about it isn't seeking Seeking entails_actioh Seeking is
not passivity! Seeking means that you're to_get out and go aftet!iwhich means that_you've got
to want it bad enough to go after it

The _active voicdells us that we're volitionally responsible tegen seeking our faith ideas, no one
else can do it for us. The imperative mdells us that we're commanded to keep on seeltiag@ur
faith ideas. And the present terislls us that we're not to give up, but to be rcwally seeking after
our faith ideas in life. And all this speaks of ilea ofpersistence

And one also wants to remember, that, as the leliswcontinually seeking after the fulfillment lué
faith ideas in life, that means that he will conshaneed the empowerment of God to do so, then he
will be continually living by faith and constantiyled with the Holy Spirit!

4. “And you will find - kou evpnoete — future active indicative heurisko

Again the_gnomic futuref heuriskois used to tell us that finding what we're seekorgcan normally
be expected to occur under usual conditions, lsat &lth the idea of absolute certainty. As seeksng
an act of faith, so is finding is the result oftthat of faith.

And we want to notice and emphasize the use adithige voicein this where the subject produces the
action of the verb, which in this case, is bottksggeand finding. As the believer in Christ obelgs t
Lord and is actively seeking his/her faith ideagnt they will be finding thenit's our faith activity

of seeking that causes us to be finding the thingisat we are looking for.

And by the use of the imperative mood of commeuedsee that the Lord's heart expressed in all this
because he wants us to find them. He wants usvio fa#h goals, be actively seeking after them, and
we will find them! So he commands us to keep onnasko keep on seeking and to keep on knocking.

But we also want to note, thitve are not seeking, then we won't be finding artising! The farmer
wants an abundant harvest of his crops. So he segkke right seed, the best fertilizer, the optim
time to plant, the best hired help that he can, fmelworks long and hard hours, then one day hkswal
out the door to see a field full of his crops!

And once again, the future indicatimet only emphasizes the absolute certamitthis, but it also

brings out the idea of thiene factor. Whatever it is that we are seeking will be fouihavill be
discovered, buat some time in the futuré Too many Christians get discouraged in all thisew they
don't have their faith ideas or dreams realizebtragvay. Remember, it was many, many years before
Abraham got the son he wanted so much.

So this introduces the idea of patience, or pdyiemaiting. One of the concepts found in the failst

life is waiting patiently for the Lord to come through. It may seem like forever for us, but he always
comes through with his provisions and blessingswBat we have to do is encourage our faith by
looking into the Word of God.




5. “KnocK - kpovete — present active imperativekrouo

In the_present active imperativee again have the commatakeep on knockingvhich not only
showspersistencein the believer's faith and action, laggressivenesas well. This type of faith is
not the type where one passively sits around waiftin things to come to you, but the kind of faith
where one is aggressively going out seeking for tedaless you.

It is well known that the birds of the air belorg@od and he uses them to scatter seed to the four
corners of the world. Yet tHfarmer does not passively sit around and wait for Gods® his birds to
plant the desired seed in his field! It's just tpposite. He is actively at work, in faith, fronmsip to
sundown working his field and planting his seethm faith-hope that he is going to have a good
harvest. His job is to plant the seed, but Gotlesane who gives the harvest.

The hard workingalesmanknows that to make money, so he can feed his yahel needs to sell his
product. But to sell his product he has to see leédphich means that he has to get up, leave his
home, and go out and knock on doors, whether netggd@r business. And if he doesn't get any result
on the first door, then he keeps knocking on doot8 he does!

Too many believers misapply the concept of faitingig only in a_passive sens&here it should be
applied in an active sengemany instances. There is a place for passitie ifaour Christian walk,

but what this passage is calling for, with the\actioicewhere the subject produces the action of the
verb and the imperative mopid anactive, aggressive faithwhere the believer keeps on asking, keeps
on seeking and keeps on knocking!

6. “And the door will be opened to youxat avormoeton vuy — future passive indicativeanoigo

Literally, “And it shall be opened to ygwr, “A door will be opened to ybuOpening a door can be
used_literally where a real door is opened, or it can be usgdldtivelyfor the opening o& door of
opportunity . And this is what we have here used in the fupagsive indicativevhich stresses the
absolute certainty of it.

We want to notice thasking is an act of faithseeking is an act of faith, ankinocking is an act of
faith. And each one of them have their resultseirang, finding and doors being open@lt take
note; receiving , finding and having doors openedmdy comes to those who obey and act in faith

The passive voices used here to show that someone else, (Gotle isne who opens the door. It is
Jesus Christ who opens the doors that he wantsges through and closes the doors that he doébkn't.
know thy works: behold, | have set before theep@maloor, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a
little strength, and hast kept my word, and hastdemied my naméRevelation 3:8

The translators have put it ag, door will be opened to yduvhen the original has it asit ‘will be
opened to ydu Either way, the idea is the same, for one wdadlcknocking on a door. One thing that
stands out is the lack of the definite arti¢tkee A door will be opened, which tells us that one never
knows what is going to happen, which way the tdrev@nts will go. One may be going out in life
seeking various opportunities having a certainghimmind. Yet all the doors he knocks on, (and
remember you have to keep knocking), have no ogeointhat which he had in mind. Yet he keeps on
knocking in faith for he knows that something wilin up. And then a door is opened! Not the one,
perhaps, that he had in mind, but something altmyetifferent. So what does he do? If a door has
been opened for him, and God is the one who opgneel goes through!




7. “For every one that asketh receivethcou kon € artov AapBavel — present active participleaiteo,
present active indicativelambano

We now have a change in grammar. The first timades the imperative moa@dmmanding them to
keep omaskingand the future tende tell them that, if they do, then they wiliceive Now he's using
the present active participtd askingto show that by continually obeying his commandskthis will
become a practice for them, and with the presasieiaf receiving he's telling them thedntinually
receivingthings from the Father will be an on-going realdy them in life.

Continued obedience to Christ's command to keegskimg the Father for your faith goals and ideas
will result in a habitual practice, which in tusmill result in the believer in Christ continuallgaping
God's grace blessings. God honors faith becaus@ikeeping with his grace. As the believer in
Christ is filled with the Holy Spirit, and consealy is inspired with faith ideas, which becomeHtai
goals, and as he asks the Father to make themraippe he will be receiving them!

8. “And he that seeketh findéthkoi o (ntwv evprokel - present active participlezeteg present
active indicative- heurisko

We have the exact grammatical construction with toimmand as we do with the other one. The first
time he uses the imperative moocammmanding them to keep saekingand the future tende tell

them that, if they do, then they wide finding Now he's using the present active particgflseeking

to show that by continually obeying his commandeekthis will become a practice for them, and
with the present tens# finding he's telling them thdinding the things that they aseeking as a way
of life will be a continual reality in their lives.

Pas all, is found at the beginning of the passage taitethat this is open to all believers, but the
answerthe benefits, come only to those who dd iThinking about asking, seeking and knocking is
not the same as doing it! Neither is talking abtut is the one who is askinghat will be receiving!

It is the one who is seekinghat will be finding! It is the one who is knockingthat a door will be
opened_to him and only to hinh

9. “And to him that knocketh it shall be operiedat T kpovovtt avoryncetar - present active
participle—krouqg, future passive indicativeanoigo

The use of the future indicatiVeere is to be taken in the sense of absoluteiortét is an absolute
certainty that doors will be opened by God, (thegp'lopen themselved)ut they will only be opened
to the one, (present participle), who isknocking on them!

We also want to note th@ogression of the ideasn this passagdt goes from asking to seeking to
knocking. And it allbegins with a faith idea The believer in Christ ham ideainspired by faith. He
believesthat this idea can come to pass, that it willlbdaith, he then takes it to the Father aséts

him to make it happen. Now, in faith, he goessmékingthe fulfillment of this idea wherever the Holy
Spirit may lead him. And in faith he goes @ubcking on doors for the opportunity. Each concept
more bolder and aggressive than the one before it.

For example, a believer might come up with the ioiegetting a degree in this field or that. He
believes God can make it happen, so he goes fedtier and asks him to do it. He gains entrance int
college, passes all the required courses, andathemay he has his degree. But now what? He now
asks the Father to get him a job, he then goesemlting employment, knocking on door after door
seeking some door of employment to open up for him.



M. The a fortiori argument.

“Or what man is there of you, whom if his son aslathy will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish,
will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being éabw how to give good gifts unto your childrenwvho
much moreshall your Father which is in heaven give gooahgsi to them that ask hirh®it. 7:9-11

If a human father, who is evil, knows how to giv@d gifts to his son, how much mosal our
heavenly Father, who is perfectly righteous, gisegaod gifts! If sinful man reaches this level of
behavior, then how much more above that is ountpuighteous Father!

This same fortiori argument is found in Romans 8;3Ple that spared not his own Son, but delivered
him up for us all, how shall he not with him alseely give us all thingsaf God gave us his Son to
pay the penalty for our sins, that why wouldn'gines us all things? If he has already done the st
us at our worse, then why wouldn't he bless usocamdaith ideas as his children?

And even this fortiori argument is designed by God to give us fditie faith we need to come to
him with our prayer requests, and the faith neg¢dextt on our faith ideas! What it does is revhal t
intentions and love that the Father has towara ggve us confidence before him.

What this passage in Matthew teaches in the matteur faith and prayers [gersistence Faith? Yes.
Patience? Yes. And most definitely persistencesigtence in continually going back to Godnayer,
until he grants our requests. Continuaiekingthat which we're looking for: job, housing, edusat
answers to our lives, etc.. And continuddtyocking on the doors of opportunity, until God finally
opens up one for us.

What we must guard against is sitting around onaurels in pessimism, hopelessness, unbeliefhor a
incorrect application of faith, but to take thistbea of faith aggressively, not only before Godt bn

out into life expecting God to come through for\We've seen the passive side of faith and thegctiv
here the active side of faith is_ aggressive

If we've come up with some faith ideas, ideas igpby faith, and they are not lust ideas, then we
need to start making faith decisions toward theadization, place them before the Father, and start
moving in the direction of their fulfillment. Andh&it means we are going to have to start asking God,
seeking after them and knocking on doors of opmatstu

It may very well be that America is going to bewith some real economic problems, many areas of
the country are already suffering. And we may woriagv are we going to handle it, or get through it?
So what are we going to do? Sit around feelingystonr ourselves, or worrying about things? Or, are
we going to take our faith and our relationshiphw®od as our Father and by faith take action?

We've put our faith in Jesus Christ as our Sawvi@te now sons and daughters of the Most High God;
we have the indwelling Holy Spirit; we have the geeaf Christ; we have the Word of God and all its
promises; we have the faith that he has given es)ave his promises...so, we're going to keep on
askinghim to supply the food, the money, the jobs, aeds in logistical grace. Our whole person is
going to_keep on seekirigose things from the Lord. And we're going togkea knockingon the

doors of opportunity, any door, until he opens opeWhy? Because he promised that's why!

Pastor Mike






